
the merciful love that the 
Father has for us, and 
which caused our Saviour 
to die for us.  

Our schools return tomor-
row for a new term, and it 
is a term which has not 
only SATS but also the 
First Holy Communions 
and the First Confessions. 
Please pray for the children 
and staff.  

I will not be at St John’s 
this Saturday evening, as I 
am at a wedding in Cardiff. 
Please welcome Fr Michael 
Puljic, the parish priest of 
Sacred Heart, Hanley, and 
the chaplain to the Royal 
Stoke Hospital who is sup-
plying for me.  

I would like to thank eve-
ryone who made our East-
er celebrations so beauti-
ful. And also many thanks 
for your Easter offerings.  

My original intention was 
for this to be a two week 
bulletin, as I was due to go 
away on holiday tomor-
row. However, I have had 
to cancel that at short no-
tice. It is an odd situation 
for me to have two weeks 
in my diary where I have 
nothing written down, but 
I am sure that won’t last 
for long.  

Today is Divine Mercy 
Sunday, when we are 
urged to consider the mer-
ciful love of God shown us 
through the heart of his 
beloved Son. This year at 
Mass in Biddulph and 
Goldenhill we will have 
the image on display dur-
ing the Mass and it will be 
blessed at the end of Mass. 
These images will be on 
permanent public display 
in the churches once I have 
worked out where. 

The image may not be to 
everyone’s taste, but it is 
the image which was de-
scribed by St Faustina, the 
visionary who saw Jesus 
appear in this way to her. 
Rather than concentrate on 
the artistic merit, it is 
more important to focus 
on the meaning of the pic-
ture: that Christ is the one 
who invites us to trust in 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 St Peter Chanel 

1803-1841 
After ordination as a dioce-
san priest in eastern 
France, St Peter became a 
parish priest and seminary 
professor before feeling a 
call to missionary work. 
He joined the newly 
formed Marist Order. In 
1836, Peter was made su-
perior of a group of mis-
sionaries who were given 

the task of bringing the 
faith to the New Hebrides 
in the Pacific. Arriving at 
the island of Futuna, Peter 
and his companion were 
received well, but the 
king’s suspicions were 
aroused when he saw how 
popular the missionaries 
became. The king had St 
Peter beaten to death. Five 
months later the whole 
island was converted.  
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove None this Saturday. Next Saturday 6pm. 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm  

Saturday 22nd   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Julius & Iris Kaminskas 

Sunday 23rd                  9.00am    Holy Mass  Marie Reilly 

Second Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  People of the Parishes 

Easter Divine Mercy 2.30pm    SVP Festival   

Sunday    6.30pm Holy Mass Int Sister Marie 

Monday 24th  6.00pm   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

ST GEORGE       

St Mark 9.15am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

Wednesday 26th       

Easter Feria       

Thursday 27th 6.00pm    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Easter Feria       

Friday 28th   9.30am  Holy Mass Holy Souls 

St Louis de Montfort       

Saturday 29th 9.15am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

St Catherine of    6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Denis & Bridget Culhane 

Siena       

Sunday 30th                9.00am    Holy Mass  Maurice Whiston 

Third Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Holmes & Alford Families 

Easter  1.00pm   Baptism  

    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Tuesday 25th 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 
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PASTORAL 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
A correction to last week’s notice. Fr 
Julian is available this Monday to see 
parishioners at 7pm in the Presby-
tery. 

May at 7pm. There will be a shared 
meal, and the launch of our new Dis-
ciple groups. Anyone else who would 
like to be part of a Disciple Group is 
welcome to come. Please speak to Fr 
Julian if you are interested. 

Alpha Male We are going to be 
running an Alpha for men only! It 
will run on Saturdays starting at 
10am and will take place at  The 
Cushion on Broadfield Road, begin-
ning on Saturday 10th June (note the 
cha nge  o f  da t e) .  A l l  men 
(recommended age 16+) from the 
parish and beyond are warmly wel-
come. Each session cunningly ends 
around opening time… This Alpha 
will be eight main sessions, so a little 
shorter than the full Alpha. 

Care Home Prayer Service  The 
next prayer service will be at Maple 
Tree Court, Gloucester Road, 
Kidsgrove on Tuesday, 25th April at 
10.30am. Any parishioners who feel 
called to come and share the joy of 
faith are most welcome. 

Friendship Club The Club will 
next meet on Wednesday 26th April 
at Kidsgrove Town Hall at 2pm. Tea, 
coffee and biscuits for just a £2. If 
you need transport please contact 
Matt Ford on 07587034299. New 
members are always welcome; if you 
know of anyone who might benefit, 
please suggest coming along to them. 

RENOVATION 
Alpha Thanks to eve-
ryone who has made 
the first Alpha a real 
move forward in our 
Renovation. Our lead-
ers have been an inspiration and our 
helpers have been selfless in their 
help. We’ve had some great experi-
ences of welcoming people week by 
week and we hope to see those peo-
ple taking on roles of leadership with 
Renovation in the future, in Alpha, 
welcome ministry, small groups, etc. 

Alpha Reunion & the next step 
All of those who have been part of 
our first Alpha are invited to come to 
a reunion evening on Friday 12th 

English Martyrs’ Feast Day Be-
cause of the local elections and the 
foodbank using the meeting room 
and Church on the actual feast day, 
we are transferring our celebration of 
the English Martyrs at Biddulph to 
Saturday 6th May. There will be a 
Mass for the feast at English Martyrs’ 
at 11.30am followed by a bring and 
share buffet lunch. All are welcome 
from around the parishes. 

SVP Festival Biddulph SVP confer-
ence will be hosting the next District 
SVP Festival today at 2.30pm at Eng-
lish Martyrs Church. There will be 
prayer led by Fr Julian on the Divine 
Mercy followed by a gathering in the 
meeting room and a light afternoon 
tea. The afternoon is not just for SVP 
members, it is open to everyone. 

May Procession This year the  May 
Procession at St Patrick’s will be on 
Sunday 21st May at 3pm. Make it a 
date! 

First Communion Parents The 
next evening for First Communion 
families on Thursday 11th May has 
had to be postponed and will now 
take place on Thursday 25th May at 
6.30pm at St Joseph’s Academy.  

 

YOUNG PEOPLE 

Reception into the Church  

We welcome Colette Harvey-Oates 
who is being received into full com-
munion with the Catholic Church at 
English Martyrs’ today, and will be 
confirmed and receive First Holy 
Communion. 

English Martyrs’ Alpha We will 
be running Alpha at English Martyrs’ 
Biddulph, on Wednesday evenings 
beginning on Wednesday 14th June 
beginning at 6.30pm. This will be the 
full eleven week Alpha. 

Divine Renovation Conference 
There is going to be a Conference 
with Fr James Mallon on parish re-
newal at St Mary’s University Twick-
enham from 18th to 19th October. 
Fr Julian is really hoping that a group 
of parishioners will be able to go with 
him to the conference. If you are 
interested, please let Fr Julian know. 

Support As well as prayers, doing 
all these things costs money. If you 
can support our Renovation project 
financially please see Fr Julian. 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Youth Pilgrimage to Rome We 
are going to take a young people’s 
group to Rome next February half 
term. It is for secondary age and sixth 
form (currently Years 6 to 12). Let 
Fr Julian know if you know someone 
who would like to go on this pilgrim-
age. We will have our next meeting 
to plan further fundraising on Sunday 
21st May at 5.00pm at St Joseph’s 
Church meeting room. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are 

for these intentions: 
St Joseph’s: Mary & John Blood 
St John’s: Maureen Giannasi 
The lamps at all of our churches are 
available to be dedicated for a week. Min-
imum donation £5. Please see Fr Julian  
or, at St John’s, Tony Giannasi.  

Biddulph Spring Fayre The date 
of the fayre this year is Saturday 20th 
May, but due to building work taking 
place at the Town Hall, we have had 
to change the venue to Our Lady of 
Grace school hall. Please put this date 
in your diaries. There is a sign up 
sheet at the back of the Church for 
offers of help from volunteers and 
stall holders. Please sign up. 



Entrance Antiphon: Like newborn infants, you must 
long for the pure, spiritual milk, that in him you 
may grow to salvation, alleluia. 
Psalm Response: Give thanks to the Lord for he is 
good, for his love has no end. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Jesus Said: 
‘You believe because you can see me. Happy are 
those who have not seen and yet be-
lieve.’ [Alleluia.] 
Preface of Easter I  Eucharistic Prayer I 
Acclamation:  We proclaim... 
Communion Antiphon: Bring your hand and feel the 
place of the nails, and do not be unbelieving but 
believing, alleluia. 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

FUNDRAISING  

Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£311.00, Non Gift Aid £25.00, Total 
£336.00. Holy Places £56.86. Food-
bank £116.88. 
Goldenhill Gift Aid £163.00, Non-
Gift Aid £132.00, Total £295.00. 
Holy Places £161.67.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £179.00.  

Thinking about the Gospel 
John 20:19-31 

Notice the experience of the risen Lord in today's Gospel is described 
in a way that evokes the Mass. Both appearances take place on a Sun-
day. The Lord comes to be with His disciples. They rejoice, listen to 
His Word, receive the gift of His forgiveness and peace. He offers His 
wounded body to them in remembrance of His Passion. And they know 
and worship Him as their Lord and their God. Thomas' confession is a 
vow of faith in the new covenant. As promised long before, in the blood 
of Jesus we can now know the Lord as our God and be known as His 
people. This confession is sung in the heavenly liturgy. And in every 
Mass on earth we renew our covenant and receive the blessings Jesus 
promised for those who have not seen but have believed. In the Mass, 
God's mercy endures forever. This is the day the Lord has made—when 
the victory of Easter is again made wonderful in our eyes  

Divine Mercy Sunday Once again 
this year, there will be an afternoon 
celebration for Divine Mercy Sunday 
at St Augustine’s, Meir at 2.30pm on 
23rd April. The afternoon includes 
Holy Hour with veneration of the 
image, recitation of the chaplet and 
Benediction. There will be exposition 
and confessions from 1pm. 

‘Sowing the Seeds’ - Growing in 
Faith Have you ever wished that you 
knew the Faith better, so as to be 
able to answer questions? Or thought 
you might help with explaining the 
Faith to others? “Sowing the seeds” is 
an 11 week course for those who 
would like to understand the Faith 
better and pass it on to others. It will 
be held on Tuesdays evenings, begin-
ning on 2nd May, from 7pm to 9pm 
in Holy Trinity Parish Centre, New-
castle. If you would like to enrol in 
this course please see Fr Julian or 
contact Teresa in the office for a 
form.  

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 
This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.42 B Grandfield; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.2 B Cunningham; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.182 A Phillips. 30th April Draw: 
Weekly draw 1st Prize £20, No.1 C 
Moss; 2nd Prize £10, No.38 H Kent; 
3rd Prize £5, No.179 B Crotty. 

Parish Vocations Awareness 
Day Everyone is invited to take part 
in a vocations awareness day at St 
Gregory’s, Longton on Saturday 6th 
May. The day starts at 9.30am with 
Mass followed by talks from Sr Gilli-
an Murphy and Fr David O’Malley. 
Please bring a packed lunch, the day 
will finish mid afternoon. 

Our Lady of Fatima For the cen-
tenary of the apparitions at Fatima, 
there will be a Solemn Mass and de-
votions on the Feast Day, Saturday 
May 13th, at Sacred Heart, Tunstall 
at 10am. Ends at 12 noon. 

Walsingham Day Pilgrimage The 
Birmingham Diocese pilgrimage to 
Walsingham is on Saturday 13th 
May. For further details contact the 
Diocesan Organiser on 0121 440 
8623. A coach will be going from 
Holy Trinity, Newcastle. More de-
tails from Newcastle parish office.  

 

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome & 
Assisi  

From Saturday 21st  to Friday 27th 
October we are offering a pilgrimage 
to Rome and Assisi. Flying from 
Manchester to Rome, we will stay at 
the Hotel Milani (3*) in Rome for 4 
nights and at  Hotel Frate Sole in 
Assisi (3*) for 2 nights. Includes the 
Papal Angelus, visits to the Major 
Basilicas, daily Mass and devotions. 
Price is £759 per person (sharing). 
Single room is £150. Half board ba-
sis. For bookings or enquiries please 
contact the parish office. 

The Pope’s Prayer Intentions 
for April 

That young people may respond gen-
erously to their vocations and seri-
ously consider offering themselves to 
God in the priesthood or the conse-
crated life. 

Victims of the landslide in Columbia 
and for peace in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo, Venezuela and Para-
guay 

Monthly draw 1st Prize £75, No.155 
P Convey; 2nd Prize £50, No.161 N 
Cook; 3rd Prize £25, No.54 N 
McNicholas.  

Second Sunday of Easter (A)          THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 


